DMX-512 for Musiclians: a
Quick Analogy
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Note: The definition of ‘channel’ in the DMX world is totally different than ‘channel’ in the MIDI
world. There are 512 DMX channels in a universe. This means that 512 separate light bulbs
could be connected to 512 one-channel dimmer packs, and their brightness can be controlled
by a single lighting desk. There are 16 MIDI channels. A single MIDI channel can be compared
to a pipeline through which data can pass. 128 notes are available in each MIDI channel.
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